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Sampler

o WL S 55 s =
HEreteloceiotais sledofore Jw!wi«"‘* ¥

}- ABCREFGEIY KmmHOi’Q.RJ“I‘UVWXYZ&
;_hcdcfghl.lklmno qr.(.rtwu.ixyz,

Primary Maker
Harriet Clark

Medium
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Plied silk thread on linen
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Description

A broad rectangular sampler on finely woven bleached

linen, worked in plied silk thread in medium green, grass
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green, golden brown, tan, oyster white, light blue, scarlet,

rose, and pale yellow. The majority of the embroidery is
done in cross stitch, with some areas of satin stitch noted.

The sampler is neatly divided into several compartments,
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with a half-inch upper case alphabet from A to Z and an
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ampersand spacer worked along the top of the linen
panel. Below is a half-inch lower case alphabet from a to z, with a double repeat band of zigzag stitching
as a spacer. A third row comprised of a numeral run follows, from 1 to 25. Below the three rows of
alphabets and numerals is a narrow verse panel reading "Let not the Morrow your vain thoughts employ /
But think this Day the last you shall Enjoy." The verse is flanked in mirror image by several small motifs
including a squirrel and a branched heart topped with a crown. The largest compartment features the
Lord's Prayer, reading "OUR / Father which art in / Heaven Hallowed be thy / Name Thy Kingdom come Thy
/ Will be done in earth As it is in heaven / Give us this day our daily bread And / Forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive them / That trespass against us And lead us not / Into temptation But deliver us from evil /
For thine is the kingom and The / Power and the glory for ever / And Ever Amen." At the bottom left of this
section is the signature "Harriet Clark / 1838," and at right "E. Constable / Teacher." Mirror image motifs
flank the Lord's Prayer, including a peeking angel, bold floral baskets with pairs of fluttering butterflies, a
large vase with tulips, and a tiny robin. Bold bands of contrasting scarlet and pale yellow sawtooth satin
stitch run across the top and bottom of the main section. The bottom compartment features an additional
verse reading "Remember Time will come when we must give / Account to God how we on Earth do live."
Additional small mirror image motifs flank the verse, including a tiny floral spray, a dog, and a miniature
basket. A bold repeat band border frames the entire sampler, in a pattern of stylized floral sprays in
panels, with starburst motifs worked at each corner. Half-inch wide strips of plain woven cotton have been
sewn to all four edges of the linen sampler as a binding.

Dimensions
15.25 x 13.63 in. (38.7 x 34.6 cm)
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