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Dress

Medium
Wool challis, linen, silk, brass

Description
A woman's gown of lightweight wool challis, printed in a 
brightly-colored pattern of vertical bands of shaded lilac 
and purple vines and leaves alternating with bands of 
intertwining pink and red flowers amidst shaded green 
leaves, with pale lavender vertical dashed line between 
the bands.The gown is constructed in one piece, with a 
dogleg skirt closure and brass hook-and-eye front bodice 
closure. The bodice includes a shallow boat neckline, 
dropped shoulder seams, long bell style sleeves, simple 
gathered "baby" bodice, elaborately cartridge pleated 
back bodice just above the waistband, piped seams, and a 
full skirt gathered to the gown's waistband with small, 
tight cartridge pleating. The gown is trimmed with 2" wide 
panels of ruched green silk, applied to neckline, bodice 
top, along the front closure, upper sleeves, and wrist 
edges. Three bands of green wool braid in graduated 

widths are applied in three strips along the skirt hem. The bottoms of the sleeves are faced with a pale 
pink plain woven solid wool challis. The gown's bodice and sleeves are lined with a lightweight off-white 
plain woven linen, while the skirt is entirely lined with a lightweight off-white glazed linen. An additional 
layer of the plain lightweight linen is sewn around the bottom of the skirt, cut with dagged edges along the 
top, approximately 10 inches in height. The entire gown appears to be hand sewn with delicate backstitch, 
running stitch, and whip stitching. The gown retains all its original brass hooks and eyes, sewn with a 
continuous thread.

Dimensions
54 in. (137.2 cm)


